This interview with Nancy Green, Head Librarian of the Popular Culture Library, Bowling Green University, describes one of the largest and most comprehensive special collection of popular culture which has been digitized and put into a searchable database system. Nancy can be reached at:
Introduction
"Forty years later our collection can be described as both selective and comprehensive. We have certain strengths in our research level collections-popular literature, popular entertainment, and the graphic arts-and in other areas we select materials that will give some idea about popular culture in this area, but are not meant to be inclusive. Down: "One of the greatest challenges is preservation and how to balance preservation needs with access. We want patrons to use the materials, but need to control to some extent how they interact with the materials. Also security-some vintage material, depending on its rarity, is very expensive."
What are some of the challenges around making these kinds of items accessible to the public (when they are so delicate) versus being able to store them safely in a temperature and humidity controlled facility that may not even be located at the library?
Down: "These materials are very fragile and any handling does put some wear and tear on them. The Story Papers which are newspaper size are more fragile, especially since many of them were stored folded in half. We try to balance preservation with accessibility. We are scanning them, not so much for preservation, but more for accessibility. After we have finished scanning we are planning to store them offsite where we will have more control over temperature and humidity. Like much popular culture materials, they were just not made to last over time. We store materials using the best archival practices, but we are a working library and patrons ask to use materials. We don't allow photocopying of the vintage materials and scanning is a case by case basis. The materials have to be used in our reading room. But even materials stored offsite can be requested and, with advance notice of a few days, available for use in our archives."
Dr. Ray Browne founded the Popular Culture Association and library in 1969, and I understand that he continues to teach as well. This makes your collection probably the largest and most comprehensive in the country. What are your thoughts about moving forward in the next few decades?
Down: "As far as the popular culture of the past, I imagine we will still be collecting the same types of materials over the next few decades-pulps, comics, zines, greeting cards, scripts, etc. What will be challenging will be how to collect popular materials that are increasingly more electronic in format. At present we operate on the print based model. Also as space becomes a concern for future growth, we might have to rely on other institutions collecting certain types of material-as long as someone is preserving them!"
Thank you for chatting with me! Down: "Thank you as well, I've really enjoyed it."
